
Happy New Year! NM SPARK 
wants to wish everyone a bright 2005. 
 

Our SPARK Sites are taking off with 
activities for families, teachers, and the 
communities.  Through the Joining 
Hands Teams, sites are really focusing 
on the needs of families Each site has 
been working on building partnerships 
within their communities. 
 

These partnerships will support the goals 
of: 1) Family Engagement 2) Collabora-
tion 3) Best Practices in Early Childhood 
Settings 4) Best Practices in Elementary 
Settings, and 5) Policy Initiatives to be 
developed from this Project. 
   

Here are some examples of site activities 
that will produce leaders: 
 

Hobbs had a very successful advocacy 
day for families. NM SPARK introduced 
the FLECHA Project (See Side Bar) to a 
group of parents and families. The 
families who participated in this intense 
day-long session were asked to think 
about “Becoming a Learning Advocate 
for your Child” and to reflect on their 
experience of starting school. When 
asked…What they learned about being 
an Advocate for their child? Some of 
their answers included: “Encourage 
them, excite them, tell them everything 
is going to be ok”, “How we all have 
different experiences’, “Gives me some 
ideas on how to go about starting 
conversations about school.” 
 

Española The SPARK Site Coordi-
nator in Española, Ana Marie Garcia, did 
a great training for preschool and 
kindergarten teachers on “Thinking 
Big~Best Practices in Early Childhood 
Settings”, and on “Use of the Focused 
Portfolio in Assessing Young Children”. 
They also received training on “Using 

Digital Photography in Early Childhood
Settings”.  Each participating site in 
Española received a digital camera with 
“hands-on” training on how to use it!  
 

Doña Ana did a training with the NM 
SPARK Projects Policy contractor, Human 
Needs Coordinating Council. Families 
were brought together to learn about being 
an advocate and a leader in their 
community.  Participants really enjoyed the 
training and were very glad to be able to 
share their vision and concerns for their 
children’s education.  Chaparral is looking 
forward to the next training in the “Policy” 
area which will help the group strategize 
how to achieve their policy changes. 
 

Albuquerque held its annual Learning 
Circle focusing on Family Engagement and 
four other SPARK goals. The Albuquerque 
SPARK sites which include: Child Deve-
lopment Centers, Private Providers, Head 
Starts, Public Elementary Schools and 
Parents from all the programs were able to 
plan activities together related to the 
Joining Hands Principles. The sites 
problem solved and thought of ways to 
include parents in the transition process.  
 

San Juan County This site’s Joining 
Hands Training went really well with 70 
participants on Dec. 3rd. Participants 
worked on the principles of transition.  The 
event provided the opportunity for the 
participants to get to know the many 
people who are involved in the local 
SPARK .  The training laid the 
groundwork for the CORE Teams within 
the triads. 

DON’T FORGET!! 
New Mexico Association for the Education 
of Young Children ( NMAEYC) Annual 
Conference is:  Saturday, March 5, 2005 
Albuquerque Convention Center, Abq, NM
www.nmaeyc.org  for registration info. 
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P R O J E C T  F L E C H A  
 

Project Family Leadership for  
Education, Culture, and Health Care 
Access (FLECHA)  is a curriculum that 
has been developed with the know-
ledge that families themselves can 
make the biggest difference for their 
children’s success  – by learning how 
the health care and education systems 
work, by using their family and 
cultural strengths to support their 
children’s journey through early 
childhood and the school years, and 
by becoming LEARNING ADVOCATES 
for their own children and others in 
their community by getting involved. 
Louise Kahn, RN, MSN, Certified nurse 
practitioner developed this curriculum to be 
piloted with the NM SPARK families and to 
introduce the concept of the Parent as a 
Learning Advocate. 
FLECHA has been introduced in one SPARK 
site so far and is planned for at least 2 
more in the Spring. 
 

J O I N I N G  H A N D S  
P R I N C I P L E S  

J o i n i n g  H a n d s  i s  a  f o u n d a t i o n a l  p a r t  o f  
t h e  N M  S P A R K  P r o j e c t .   E a c h  s i t e  h a s  
d e v e l o p e d  J o i n i n g  H a n d s  T e a m s  t h a t  
w o r k  t o g e t h e r  o n  t r a n s i t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  
T h e y  i n c l u d e  t h e  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  
P r i n c i p a l ,  K i n d e r g a r t e n  T e a c h e r  a n d  
p a r e n t  a n d  t h e  C h i l d  D e v e l o p m e n t  
C e n t e r  L e a d  T e a c h e r ,  T e a c h e r  a n d  
p a r e n t .   T h e y  a r e  g u i d e d  b y  e i g h t  
P r i n c i p a l s  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t r a i n e d  
i n  u s i n g .  

 
 T h e  8  P r i n c i p l e s  a r e :   

•  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  
•  E q u a l  P a r t n e r s / J o i n t  D e c i s i o n  

M a k e r s  
•  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  R e s p o n s i v e  

S e r v i c e s  
•  F a m i l i e s  a s  P a r t n e r s  
•  K n o w l e d g e  a n d  S k i l l  

D e v e l o p m e n t  
•  C u l t u r e  a n d  H o m e  L a n g u a g e  
•  D e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  A p p r o p r i a t e  

P r a c t i c e  
•  A s s e s s m e n t  o f  P a r t n e r s h i p  

E f f e c t i v e n e s s  
 

 
 

NM SPARK SITES 
 LAUNCH LEADERS  



 
 NM SPARK & Related   
 Resources CONTACTS   

Name   Contact Number  
 Organization   
Emily Darnell-Nuñez  
Statewide Coordinator 

NMCF 
NM SPARK State Office 

505-843-6800  

 Albuquerque,NM  
Natalie Conticelli 
Administrative Assistant 

NM SPARK State Office 
Albuquerque, NM 

(505) 843-6800 

Marisa Wagner   NM SPARK - Albuquerque  505-843-6800  
ABQ Local Coordinator   505-261-5075 -cell  

Viviana Lopez Doña Ana  
Local Coordinator  

NM SPARK - Doña Ana  915-494-2835 - cell  

Alicia Asher Dona Ana 
Local Coordinator 

NM SPARK – Doña Ana 505-527-1149 

Rosa Ruiz Dona Ana – Chapparal 
Local Coordinator 

NM SPARK Doña Ana  

Anna Marie Garcia  NM SPARK - Española  505-753-2416  
Española Local Coordinator    
Deanna Young   NM SPARK - Hobbs  505-393-0420  
Hobbs Local Coordinator    
Barbara Maxwell  NM SPARK - Laguna  505-552-9200  
Laguna Local Coordinator    
Eaon Wayan Palmer  NM SPARK - San Juan  505-334-2849  
San Juan Local Coordinator   505-860-0191 - cell  

Nelsy Dominguez  NMCF  505-820-6860  
NMCF Program Director    
Louise Kahn  NMCF/SNMF/SPARK  505-820-6860  
Strengthening NM Families  Project F.L.E.C.H.A.  505-379-3429  
Marah Moore, Exec Director 
Roxanne Rane, Sare Rane 

Community and Family Services 
SPARK Project Evaluators 

505-758-7513 

Rebel Palm 
Data Analyst 

Fajada Research 505-277-3490 

Olivia Rivera  
Mary Rankin 

COA - OCD  
Consultant 

505-767-6500  
505-327-6635 

“Joining Hands”    
Kristen Sharp  Human Needs Coordinating Council  505-265-5005  

   

Baji Rankin  NMAEYC & TEACH NM  505-243-5437  
Executive Director    
Dan Ritchie  TEACH NM  505-243-5437  
Program Coordinator    

MORE LEADERSHIP STORIES FROM SITES 
Laguna: The site has been dealing with many 
changes that come with beginning a new School 
District.  New SPARK Coordinator, Barbara 
Maxwell, is learning the project at an amazing pace. 
SPARK Laguna has excelled in joint training 

between the Head Start and Elementary staff by 
participating in the “Mind in the Making” pilot.  
The participants have really enjoyed sharing with 
each other. 
 

 


