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SUPPORTING PARTNERSHIPS 
TO ASSURE READY KIDS

What is a “ready school”? 

It can be defined as a school where children succeed. They 
progress in school and achieve the knowledge and skills 

that are required in a modern economy.

Ready schools may display the following characteristics. 
This is not a complete list of all the characteristics of good 
schools. It applies mainly to elementary schools. 

1. Children succeed in school.
The school promotes and supports healthy growth and 
development in five domains suggested by the National 
Educational Goals Panel:

• Physical well-being; 
• Social relationships and emotional development; 
• Approaches to learning that incorporate cultural 

aspects of learning styles; 
• Use of language; and 
• Cognition, general knowledge and problem solving. 

At the same time, children acquire culturally relevant 
knowledge and skill sets necessary and valuable to the 
functioning of a modern economy.

2. The school environment encourages a 
welcoming atmosphere.
• The school projects an open, child-focused, 

welcoming atmosphere. 
• It shows friendliness, respect, high teacher and staff 

morale, and the use of restrained and appropriate 
discipline. 

• The building and grounds are inviting and 
developmentally appropriate. 

• Children’s work is prominently displayed and 
bulletin boards contain family-oriented material.

3. Strong leadership exists at every level.
• School leaders believe that all children can learn, 

teachers and staff can develop professionally, and 
all schools can meet or exceed state performance 
standards. 

• The principal has good management skills. 
• The school connects with and garners support from 

the superintendent, school board, and the state 
Department of Education. 

• In turn, the superintendent, school board, and the 
state Department of Education provide a coherent 
and appropriate set of policies and regulations.

4. The school is connected to early care 
and education.
• The school works closely with early care and 

education (ECE) providers to improve the quality of 
ECE to help children get ready for school. 

• ECE and elementary school teachers communicate 
and coordinate with one another.

• ECE and the school align their standards and 
curriculum at the local, district, and State levels. 

• The school participates in or provides transition 
activities for children entering pre-K or 
kindergarten, such as school and home visits, 
summer camps, and orientation sessions for parents. 

• The school gets assessment data from ECE providers 
to plan and individualize children’s learning.






